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On Aug. 21, President Rodrigo Borja Cevallos inaugurated a gas packing plant and a maritime
terminal at the Esmeraldas refinery. According to government spokespersons, the new installations,
constructed by the state-run oil company Petroecuador, will permit delivery of 40 metric tons per
day of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG). The two construction projects, which cost $4.6 million to
complete, will also allow Petroecuador to supply cylinders of LPG. Most of the financing derived
from the Andean Development Corporation (CAF) through a credit line provided by the Venezuelan
government. Meanwhile, Ecuadoran Energy and Mines Minister Donald Castillo inaugurated a
mine and plant for polymetallic mineral treatment in San Bartolome, Azuay department, located
about 400 km. south of Quito. Canadian and Japanese capital participated in plant construction.
Processing capacity is projected at 100 tons per day, and reserves are estimated at 250,000 tons.
(Basic data from OPEC News Agency, 08/21/91)
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